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MARCH 2008 Newsletter of the Post Polio Support Society NZ (Inc.)

DIFFERENCES IN FUNDING
SUPPORTS

The new Minister of Health (and
Disability) the Hon David Cunliffe,
has recently responded to concerns
regarding the differences in funding
between the Ministry of Health and
ACC with regard to disability
support.

In his letter the Minister said ‘For
the last six years, the Ministry of
Health and the Ministry of Social
Development have been looking at
ways to improve services for people
with disabilities who are not eligible
for ACC cover. It is acknowledged
that more still needs to be done.
However, significant investments in
health and disability support
services have resulted in
improvements in the level of
services available for these people.
Examples include additional
funding to:

e Increase access to support
services for people under 65
years of age with disabling
chronic health conditions

e Provide greater and fairer
access to equipment and
modifications

e Increase funding for Ministry
of Health funded home-based
support services, to improve
rates of pay for home-based
support workers

e Provide more respite services

| also note your comment about
lack of specialised care for
sufferers of post-polio syndrome. |
am advised that Ministry of Health
officials agree with your comment
that people with  post-polio
syndrome may require a range of
specialist assessment and advice.
These services are generally
available within rheumatology, pain
management, rehabilitation and
other clinical teams in each district
health board. However, | am also
advised that there are no dedicated
post-polio specialists.

Hon David Cunliffe
Minister of Health
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DIRECTORY

The Post Polio Support Society of NZ is an
incorporated society dedicated to seeking
support for people who have had
poliomyelitis through information sharing and
where possible, assistance for polio society
members and their families, whether or not
they are experiencing problems at present.
For information about membership and local
support group contact numbers, free phone
0800 4 POLIO (0800 476 546).

The Society's website address is:
www.postpolio.org.nz

The postal address is: Post Polio Support
Society NZ (Inc),

PO Box 249, Oamaru 9444

Other contact details are:

President:

Ray Wilson, 29 Aln Street, Oamaru 9400
Tel/fax 03 434 6405.

Email: rayl.wilson@clear.net.nz
Secretary-treasurer:

JB Munro, 120 Factory Road Mosgiel 9024
Tel/Fax 03 489 1995

Email: jpomunro@xtra.co.nz

Polio News the Society’s Newsletter, is
published four times a year (March, May,
August, November) and is sent to all
members. Contributions are welcome and
the deadline for copy is the 15th of the
month before publication.

Disclaimer: Opinions expressed in Polio
News are those of the writers and not
necessarily those of the Society.
Acknowledgement: The costs to produce
and distribute Polio News are funded by
grants from the Lottery Grants Board and
the JR McKenzie Trust, to whom we express
our thanks.
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EDITORIAL

I've had to give up editing Polio News
because of eyesight problems -- which | trust
will be repaired to some degree by the time
you read this issue.

My thanks to everyone who has encouraged
me and contributed to the past year's issues
of the newsletter, which is a vital link between
the PPSS national body and the support
groups and between individual polio
Survivors.

During the run-up to my imminent pituitary
tumour operation I've learned that while Post-
Polio Syndrome is a condition with clearly
defined criteria, some of the symptoms have
other causes as well -- and it is important not
to overlook that possibility since it could
easily blind a polio survivor to the fact that
other matters may need urgent treatment.

One is fatigue, which is reported by the great
majority of patients presenting doctors with
PPS symptoms. | report with no great joy
that in my recent experience, an under-
performing pituitary gland created a wave of
tiredness which | conveniently put into the
PPS bag. Eyesight assessment eventually
tagged the pituitary as the true culprit.

It is essential, as polio specialists remind us,
to exclude all other causes of health
problems before assuming the onset of PPS.
Identifying Post-Polio Syndrome is a
diagnosis of exclusion.

This is echoed strongly in a new brochure
which Dr Liz Falkner and | have put together
for the edification of health professionals,
most of whom continue to have little
knowledge of polio or of the impact of its late
effects on polio survivors.

Copies are enclosed with this newsletter.
Additional copies are available from the
Secretary. Hand them out freely to all from
whom you seek treatment.

Jim Webber



President’s Message

Hello evervone, Greetings for 2008 year, but with
one two months of the year now behind us.

GET WELL & CONDOLENCES:

May I express to all those who have been
involved with or face the Bereavement scene
sincere condolences. It is more than difficult to
keep up with the local ones we know, but even
more so with those who live outside one’s
immediate areca. ‘Get Well” wishes are also in my
mind at this time for those who have been, or are
currently on the sick list. Get Well soon is my
wish to vou.

RESIGNATIONS:

We feel a sense of loss with the resignation of Jim
Webber, who through eyesight problems can no
longer continue as our Polio News Editor.

Jim’s decision was not by choice but was brought
to his attention by clinical experts, and with the
prognosis that it will probably not improve long
term. Thank vou Jim for your time as Editor. Best
wishes for the future from all of us.

It also needs to be reported that Dale Smith,
recently elected onto the Management Board, has
found it necessary to resign from the Board
because of hearing difficultics with our Tele-
Conference system. The meetings can last up to
two hours and for someone who has a hearing
difficulty it must be more than a little frustrating.
We do appreciate Dale’s continuing support.

NEW CONTACTS:

The 0800 4 Polio (0800 476 546) continues to
receive enquiries regarding membership and we
respond with the usual information to assist with
the decision making process — to join or not.

NEW BROCHURE:

We have just printed an entirely ‘NEW
BROCHURE" several of which are enclosed with
this edition of “Polio News™ for you to present to
your Medical support people. This brochure has
been the effort of Dr. Liz & Jim Webber and has a
place where vou can put vour group’s name, or
even you own name, if you wish.

BRANCH REPORTS:

Thank you to those who keep me updated with
their local scene. It is good to know in what ways
you are serving vour local members. If your group

issues any sort of written report then I would
welcome a copy.

GRANT INFORMATION:

This year we made our usual applications to
Lottery & J. R. McKenzie Trust, and are pleased
to report that we received the total amount applied
for, namely $11,000.00 and $10,000.00
respectively. What we did not anticipate receiving
was an unsolicited Grant from the “Sir Thomas &
Lady Duncan Trust’ of $10,000.00. My special
‘Thanks’ is recorded at this time for this support
for the work of our Socicty.

SEMINARS / CONFERENCES:

We are required by the Companies Office to hold
an ‘Annual General Meeting™ as part of being an
‘Incorporated Society”. It is therefore logical that
we hold it in conjunction with our Seminar /
Conference.

Part of this vear’s plan is to bring to NZ a
Specialist Physiotherapist to be our Keynote
Speaker. ‘Jega® runs a Specialist Clinic in Perth
W.A. and has indicated that she is willing to
attend on our normal AGM during the 2™
weekend in September hopefully in Palmerston
North. More details will follow as planning
progresses.

POST-SCRIPT:

Looking back over my time as your President,
may I say how much I have learnt from you all.
have travelled to meet most groups during the past
9 years and would have liked to have repeated the
process more regularly. From Northland to
Southland and points in between, thank you for
your hospitality and support.

There have been special people without whom I
would not have coped so well during those first
couple of years

In this role of President I now know what it is like
to have frustration placed in front of every move
you make, to the point you really ought to throw it
all away, but then, “That is not the way we
‘Polio’s Are’ is 1t?”

Take Care, Stay Safe.

Ray(mond) L. Wilson.
President.



PPSS SUPPORT GROUPS’ NEWS

Northland

Greetings from us all in Northland. We are
enjoying a really lovely Northland summer up
here and preparing for the year ahead.

We were very sorry to hear that Jim has had
to resign as Editor due to eyesight problems.
We send our very best wishes to him.

We had our first Polio "get together" of the
year last week with lunch at the large
cafeteria at the Refinery, Marsden Pt.
Ruakaka.This enabled some of our more
southern members from Waipu to attend.
We had a party of 12 altogether and a good
time was had by all.

Meetings have been planned ahead for April,
June, August, October and November, some
will be business meetings where we will show
the D.V.D.s of last year's conference in
Hamilton, and the others will be luncheon
meetings.

We are all kept in touch regularly by the
newsy and interesting local newsletters sent
out by our very able vice President, Dorothy.
We all appreciate her untiring effort in this
way!

That's all from Northland for now. We wish
you all, health and happiness in 2008.

Ruth Inglis

Taranaki

The Polio Group presented Shirley with a $25
garden voucher as Shirley and family are
doing a memorial garden. We had a special
meeting on 8" December to appoint a new
Treasurer for the group. With the sudden
loss of Tony our new Treasurer is Shirley’s
son, Justin, who takes a keen interest in our
group. After the meeting we had Christmas
lunch at Cobb & Co. We had our first
meeting of the year on the 16™ February with
a pot luck lunch, which had a good
attendance. Goods are still being donated to
the Polio Op Shop. In June we will have our
AGM at Cobb & Co followed by lunch there.
We will be having 6 meetings a year.

Shirley Hazlewood

Wairarapa

Although all our 25 members receive contact
and support (often intensive) from Field
Officer Julia Squire, only a hard core of nine
or ten meets regularly. We are fortunate to
have Liz Falkner on hand for queries and
evaluations which mean our get-togethers are
normally of a social nature. Last year
included visits to 'Sculpture in the Country’ at
Awaiti Gardens and to Stonehenge Aotearoa.

Several of our members usually attend the
Conference and though no one went last year
we hope to be present again this year. A
survey sent out during the year has shown
that members are looking for information
regarding personal fithess evaluations and
exercise programmes; loss of ability and
mobility issues; as well as lobbying politicians
for amenities for the disabled.

Much hard work has gone into the
compilation of fact kits for all Wairarapa
medical practices and rest homes. These
contain a DVD (slightly modified NSW DVD),
leaflet (Jim Webber’s draft) and the Society’s
leaflets on medications, anaesthesia etc. We
are very grateful to the Trust House
Charitable Trust for providing funding for this
project.

We are aware of a number of post-polios in
the region who are not yet members, but
clearly most are averse to being associated
with a Support Society. It is tempting to add
‘yet...” as there does seem to be a real
pattern of decline.

Julia Squire

Nelson---top of the south.!

We are well into another year already, where
does time go? Our Christmas gathering at El
Taverna was most enjoyable again with a
good muster turning up. It seems to be our
most popular means of keeping in touch. We
will again have a mid-year and end of year
luncheon and will advise of this in future
newsletters. There is no other news at
present other than our numbers are dwindling
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somewhat. We lost several long-time
members last year and we know age and it's
afflictions are troubling many of us but we
must keep the old flag flying [as it were!] and
battle on! Try to keep well.

Regards to all from Rex and Jenny.
North Otago

The year has begun to a slow start with our
first meeting being put back to March. Jill and
Trish have had great difficulties trying to
find/come up with something that will interest
members. Each and every idea seems to
have come to a halt. We presume other
areas have the same problems in finding
ideas OR is it just us ???

So our first meeting for the year will be held
on March 8th, with JB Munro, our National
Secretary, speaking on Abbeyfield which is
another of his retirement activities

This is going to be held at the CCS Disability
in Action rooms, Oamaru.

As for the rest of the year's program, well
who knows! We don't !! But we will work on it
and trust we can come up with something
along the way.

Trish Hill

South Canterbury

Unfortunately we have nothing at this stage
for your newsletter.

There has been nothing done or planned for
2008 as yet apart from some of us hopefully
meeting with JB when he is in Timaru this
month speaking to the local Rotary Club.

The CCS room where we usually hold any
get-together is not available any more, so all
we do is go for a luncheon when | can get
enough together of the faithful few. | guess
it's difficult to make plans ahead for some
members, as | along with others have lots of
appointments to keep health wise.

Gollie Ollie

Christchurch

The summer has been a good one in
Canterbury, not just because of the warm
weather but also because, so far as | am
aware, there have been no major health

problems among our members.  This was
clear at the first outdoor event of the year, in
mid February, when nearly 30 people
journeyed to the home of group members
Margaret and Ashley Legat, on the rural
outskirts of Christchurch, for a garden lunch
party (see photo) and a chance to see at first
hand their blueberry growing and packing
facility.

A vigorous season lies ahead too, as our
committee have already arranged a very
active series of outings and meetings for us
to embrace.

George Ross

Kapiti

At our Christmas Lunch, on 13 December,
the nine attendees, (including Lois from
Wanganui and Raylee from Fielding), all got
behind the idea of a proposed joint meeting
with the Wellington, Hutt VValley and, of
course, Kapiti branches/support groups.
Unfortunately, the meeting to decide when
the proposed meeting should occur has yet to
occur!

Last year, we had the use of a TV and DVD
player, which allowed us to run the DVD from
Victoria (Australia) Polio Support Services
and | will request the same facility for this
year.

Next (social) Meeting: Thursday, 13 March
2008. 12 Noon, Beach Deli, Paraparaumu
Beach.

Peter East



Lower Hutt

Qur first meeting of the year at Yvonne’s was
held on Sunday 24™ February. Frank
Andrews, one of our members, spoke to us
on his career and passion as a
mathematician working in the field of
cosmology. We had a very informative
afternoon of discussion, slides and DVD — the
universe is a complex and beautiful place.
Thank you Frank for speaking to the group.
Unfortunately a number of our people could
not attend, but we hope in the future, Frank
will be free to speak to us again on this
amazing subject. Frank is a very busy
person for one who is “retired”!

Those of us present, signed a birthday card
for our oldest member, Frances Sykes, who
turns 99 this month. She is still knitting
copious quantities of beautiful clothes and
toys which she sends over to the Russian
Orphanages. Frances was joining a family
gathering for her birthday, so couldn’t come
along to our meeting.

It is hoped later in the year to join with
Wellington and Kapiti for a get-together at a
mutually central place, where we can have a
speaker and meet each other. It can be
difficult for those polio survivors who are
experiencing increasing problems as they get
older, but we hope that some sort of social
gathering will be possible and that a time
suitable to everyone can be arranged.

It is with regret that we learned of the death of
Syd Jackson, one of our regulars. He will be
sadly missed at our meetings and our
condolences go to his family.

QOur best wishes for 2008 go to everyone.
Judy Cameron
Otago

The Otago Group had a very successful day
out to conclude 2007. The bus trip to Lake
Waihola under blue skies and through the
late spring countryside set the scene for a
very pleasant day. The welcoming
atmosphere and varied menu at the Waihola
Café and Bar satisfied all expectations with
the only problem being the temperature which
became hotter and hotter. We were very
pleased to welcome Allison Gray, Nora Gray

and Margaret Wardell from Balclutha and
encourage other out-of-towners to join us at
future meetings.

After a long hot January, it was a surprise to
discover it was time to organize our first
meeting for 2008.

Once again we began with a barbeque at my
home. Ray Steele and Murray Dodd were our
chefs for the day and Ray made shrimp
cocktails and lovely, tender paua patties for
surprise entrees. It was a relaxing opportunity
to catch up with each other and everyone
made the most of it, some outdoors and
some in.

Our next meeting will be on the 2nd Saturday
of April.

Diane.
Gisborne

The Gisborne Group meets 6 times a year to
share information and experiences and to
listen to speakers from our community.

Our speakers cover a wide range of interests
and issues. In recent months they have
included a local author who has been
nominated for the Montana Book Award, a
DOC staff member talking about a local
project to return tuatara to the district and a
member of the Citizens Advice Bureau.

Our youngest member, Gordon Jackman,
has been busy in the community and he has
reported back on a successful bid to get a
Disability Strategy approved by the Gisborne
District Council — work on implementation will
be the next goal.

Health problems are affecting more of our
members to various degrees. \We were all
saddened in 2007 to bid farewell to ex-
Secretary Marion Gibson who died in



February. She was a remarkable woman
who contributed enormously to the success of
our little group.

We still get occasional queries about PPS
and last year welcomed a new member, Kath
Thomas. For further information about the
Gisborne PPS Group, contact Jill Hudson ‘Ph
(06) 868 5056, Email: jhudson@doc.govt.nz
Our next meeting will be at 2 pm at the
Arohaina Resource Centre on Saturday, 12"
April.

Jill Hudson

WEST COAST

Our group meets as often as we can as most
of us live a distance away. We usually have a
lunch time pot luck meeting and this often
goes on for some hours as we discuss
problems, newsletters and politics. We wish
to thank West REAP Community Trust and
Rotary for the assistance given to our group.
Without this help, newsletters and phone calls
would not be possible and it also enables
Patsy Bell to network throughout NZ.

We all feel the loss of a long time member
Arthur Payn and we extend our sympathy to
Anne and family. We are looking forward to
the new brochure to distribute to the Health
Professional groups in our region. We are
fortunate to live on the West Coast and feel
for those people who desperately need rain.
Our gardens are producing wonderful
produce and flowers with amazing colour and
perfume. We wish all Post Polio Groups the
very best for 2008.

Verna Scott Greymouth

Waikato

The Waikato Support Group is still here. We
have 3 or 4 get togethers a year. The
members did not want to call them meetings,
it sounded too formal. At the start of the year
we met at Jean and Bob Coe’s home at
Horotu and in beautiful spacious grounds
where we shared a lovely luncheon and
enjoyed the fellowship and sharing with one
another past experiences and assistance with
how to cope with post polio.

In April/May we are planning to go to
Matamata for an outing to see two of our

members who have been ill and are now
recuperating. In August/September we plan
to have a speaker from the Physiotherapy
Department at the Waikato Hospital as we
meet at the home of Edith Morris, one of our
members. Our end of year function is by way
of a shared Christmas afternoon tea with an
arranged speaker. At this gathering one of
our members Jack Norton has a hobby of
turning old Christmas cards into new
Christmas cards and he distributes them
among the members present and asks them
to sign them and pass them on to the person
beside them. It results in everyone getting a
lovely Christmas card. He also recycles old
calendars and turns the pictures into lovely
envelopes. They really are a treasure to see.

Laura Ladkin

CONTRIBUTIONS TO POLIO NEWS

Support groups, individual members and friends
are welcome to send in articles for “Polio News™
by Email to jbmunro(@xtra.co.nz until a new
Editor is found.

Written reports and Readers letters to Polio News.
P.O. Box 249 Oamaru 9444 are also welcome.




Polio Survivors Proclaim:
CEWe're still here!

Post Polio Health International sent out a
rallying cry CEWe're Still Here* to all polio
survivors around the world. Here in New
Zealand we picked up on the campaign and
did our bit to promote awareness that yes, we
are still here. Immunisation has almost
eradicated polio from NZ and the epidemics
have slipped out of our national psyche, BUT
we're still here as polio survivors.

In the US there are 770,000 polio survivors
and many of them have written letters to the
editors around the country, CEblogged® their
stories and have been interviewed by the
media. In Belgium polio survivors marched
into the centre of Brussels as part of the
European Polio Union to bring more attention
to the needs of people with polio.

Here in the Waikato, the CETalking Up
Disability” radio programme featured
interviews with 3 people with polio, a letter
was printed in the local press and Radio
Rhema interviewed Edith Morrris. Other
regions in NZ have had newspaper reports
giving space to this event.

Right in the middle of the We're Still Here
campaign week Edith Morris attended a
Gracelands seminar featuring Dr. Susan
Daniels Ph.D. from Washington, DC. Within
a few minutes of meeting Edith discovered
Susan was, like herself, a polio survivor and
coincidentally - they both had contracted the
disease at the age of 6 months! From other
side of the world a common experience. Yes,
indeed we are still here, there and
everywhere.

So next time you meet someone with polio,
don't respond, as many do, by saying CEOh, |
thought polio was done away with long ago."
Respond by saying, CEOh I'm glad you are
still here to remind us of how far we've come
in defeating polio." Edith Morris

*Laura Ladkin and Edith Morris were recently
appointed to the NZ Post Polio Board of
Management.

*interviews can be listened to again on:
http://www.catchword.co.nz/radio.html

Bedsocks for Warm Winter Feet

From Terry Stewart, Waikanae

Regarding cold polio-feet: one of my solutions
is woollen bed socks. | put them on after
dinner and heat my feet with a hottie while
watching tv! Sometimes if the weather very
cold | wear them all day in the house with a
size bigger felted slippers!

These socks are banana-shaped and do not
need ties or elastic to constrict blood flow ...
but ...even so they do not come off in

bed which is great.

Hare are the knitting instructions:

Easy Best Banana Bed socks

2 x 50g balls of double knitting 8 ply wool
(can use oddments to make stripey ones) and
No 8 (4mm) needles.

Cast on 40 stitches not too tightly and rib 10
rows. Next row knit an increase once into
each stitch = 80 stitches. Knit 56 rows in
garter stitch. Next row decrease by knitting
every two stitches together = 40 stitches.
Knit 10 rows in rib and then cast off not too
tightly.

Sew up one end and join the ribbed edges
together. Knit the second sock as above.
Decorate the upper toes with embroidery if
you like.

These are just above ankle length. If longer
required cast on more stitches -- this may use
more wool. If double knitting too harsh for the
skin use a pair of light cotton socks with soft
stretchy tops as liners.




The government has sent out a strong signal
that misuse of public mobility parking spaces
will no longer be tolerated.

Previously, mobility parking infringements
and penalties were dealt with under local
authority bylaws but amendments to Land
Transport Rules, that came into effect on 17
January, means people using mobility parking
spaces without displaying a valid CCS
Disability Action mobility parking permit will
face consistent national penalties.

CCS Disability Action, along with other
interested parties, has been working with the
Ministry of Transport to establish new mobility
parking rules and increases in fine levels.
Peter Wilson, Mobility Parking Permit
Scheme Manager, welcomes the changes
with open arms.

“We must applaud the Minister and the
Ministry of Transport for their efforts in
making this change within a 15 month
timeframe. Mobility parking permit holders
rely on these parking spaces to access and
contribute to their community.”

'ﬂ

GOVERNMENT SENDS OUT STRONG MESSAGE
ON MISUSE OF MOBILITY PARKING

Research undertaken by CCS Disability
Action found that 50% of vehicles using a
public mobility parking space were doing so
illegally.

“Now that we have this legislation in place I'd
like to see stronger penalties for those people
that continue to abuse mobility parking
spaces.”

Parking penalties in New Zealand ($40) are
not much of a deterrent when compared to
fines in England & Scotland ($2926), New
South Wales (3454 to $545) and Chicago
($784).

While the legislative change has a huge
impact on access to public mobility parking
there are still concerns with privately owned
car parks and their mobility parking.

“It'd be great to see private parking owners
adopting some of the principles in the new
legislation and monitoring the use of their
mobility parking spaces. Blocking disabled
people from getting on with their business,
shopping and leisure activities are still a big
problem in New Zealand.”

At 9:30AM on 9 January 2008, Archana R. wrote;

Dr. Albert Sabin's discovery of the Oral Polio Vaccine is a boon to children all over the
world. Let us thank him everyday and every time as we and our children walk with ease.



Readers’ Letters

1. Finding the way forward?

The aim of PPSS has been to educate health
professionals, and have access to a
specialised clinic, which would meet the
needs of post polio people —is this now an
impossible dream??

Dr de Graaff says “Sometimes it is very
difficult to differentiate the symptoms of the
late effects of polio from other medical
conditions, but this must be done”.

If we move in with another group would we
lose our autonomy and our drive to have
“post polio syndrome” recognised as a
medical condition? PP peoples’ disability
needs can be the same as people with MS,
Stroke, Parkinson’s etc — if you have a non-
accident disability, the whole family suffers
financially, physically and mentally — this has
been argued for decades by disability groups,
as they witness so many people hitting rock
bottom. This was also the case for accident
victims prior to ACC in 1972, and as far as |
am aware “The Disabled Persons’
Community Welfare Act 1975” still governs
the support needs of disabled people? Why
does this disgraceful situation continue for
medical iliness disability? | believe it is
because the members of the health
profession (with a few exceptions) do not give
their voice or backing in advocating for
change — it is they that know the problems
and continue with the status quo. The denial
of a wheelchair, unless buy your own, is an
example of not enhancing the life of the
family of the person with only limited mobility.
The needs of ACC clients are fully met,
because ACC pays well for referrals,
consultations, assessment etc. Until the
doctors and professionals start advocating for
medically disabled people nothing will
change. Look how well, and so it should be,
that cancer people gain with medical backing.

Mary F.

Secretary JB Munro responds:

As late as last year Geraldine Woods, the
Deputy Director General, in both the Ministry
of Health (and Disability) and the Ministry of
Social Development, has expressed publicly
her view that “Post Polio is in the too hard
basket”.

2. Where to from here?

The August 2007 Newsletter predicted major
changes in the air for PPSS in 07/08!

Where has the “Futures” group that was
suggested, gone to? Or have | just not heard
what is being planned? As an area contact
member | would like to hear from the Board
as | am sure others would also.

After the delegation team went to Sydney, 9
months ago, what has changed — have we
heard what the group learnt — and promised a
written report on? Hopefully it is in this latest
newsletter.

What about the new “Polio Australia” model
spoken of - what is it? And would it help our
members?

| would like to know, as a member of PPSS,
just what the board does for the members
other than arrange an annual conference for
those few who can afford the money and the
energy to attend?

| know the N/L editor is a hard working/ time
consuming job that | think needs to be
suitably reimbursed as | believe the N/L will
be the main way of keeping the organisation
alive and helpful to the members, as many
are unable to travel very far as before.

Raylee Murphy Feilding
President Ray Wilson responds,

The Futures Committee was appointed by the
2006 AGM and reported to the Board in early
2007 and a summary of its report was in the
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